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Mrs Monk, 

Head of Drama  

and the show's director said:  

"There is a fantastic line towards the 

end of 'Singin' in the Rain', when the 

fairly detestable 'Lina Lamont' finally 

gets to speak to her public. "If we 

bring a little joy into your humdrum 

lives, we know our hard work ain't 

been in vain for nothing"   Ignoring 

the patronising tone and the poor 

grammar, this line really sums up the 

whole purpose of a school produc-

tion. It brings students, staff and the 

wider school community out of our 

'humdrum lives' and into a totally 

different world. There is plenty of 

hard work along the way, but if it 

brings joy, excitement, inspiration, 

then we know that hard work hasn't 

been in vain.' 

 

Our production of Singin’ in the Rain 

brought together 190 students, show-

casing all the performing arts across 

the school.  As well as great theatre, 

there were huge dance numbers and 

breathtaking team gymnastics 

(including a 12 minute floor display) 

choreographed by Miss Tattersall and 

her team.  Meanwhile, fabulous live 

music from a band under the direc-

tion of new Head of Music, Ms 

Buckley, provided the 

perfect accompaniment 

for the considerable sing-

ing and dancing talents 

up on the stage. 

 

Mr Morgan, said 'While 

the show's lead ac-

tors performed with great 

flair and maturity, every 

person involved has dedicated them-

selves to the success of this incredi-

ble show.  I am in awe of the talent 

on the stage and enormously proud of 

all of them. We are so fortunate to 

have such an extraordinarily dedi-

cated and talented team of staff here - 

not to mention very patient parents 

who drive their children to a lot 

of rehearsals!' 

 

Mrs Monk added: 'I believe events 

like a school production are what 

makes a school experience. They 

break up the year's assessments, ex-

ams and uni-

versity appli-

cations. They 

are the mo-

ments we will 

remember in 

years  to 

come.   I 

hope that for 

all of our 

pupils, the production's jokes, stories, 

struggles and triumphs become as 

memorable for them in years to come 

as the infamous stories about the 

original film. 

 
The students and staff would like to 

thank all those who 

helped behind the 

scenes and to all 

the sponsors from 

our local community 

who donated fan-

tastic raffle prizes 

and purchased ad-

vertising. You made 

our production pos-

sible! 

 What a glooorious feeling! 

COTSWOLD NEWS 

The Cotswold School's three-night run of Singin' in the Rain  - with a cast and crew of over 190 

talented students—played to a full house every night and tumultuous applause.  



DEMOCRACY IN ACTION 
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Bourton-on-the-Water may not traditionally be known as a place for heated po-

litical debate but on 11th February 2015 The Cotswold School brought together 

local parliamentary candidates 

to face an audience of 100’s of 

Sixth Formers —many of whom 

will be eligible to vote in May’s 

General Election. 

 
Mr Sweetlove, Head of Year 12 and Assis-
tant Head of Sixth Form, organised the 
event with Dr Cox in a bid to engage our 
students in the democratic process.  The 
afternoon kicked off with each parliamen-
tary candidate presenting their party and 
their respective policies followed by ques-

tions from the student audience.  Lively discussion ensued with some testing questions from the 
young voters on issues including NHS funding, tuition fees, employment, immigration and the EU, and 
lowering the voting age to 16. 
 
The local press were very much in evidence and Mr Sweetlove and several students could be heard on 
BBC Radio Gloucestershire’s drive-time.  Following enthusiastic student feedback, Mr Sweetlove said 
that the event had been an ‘Unequivocal success’ and had ‘informed how many of our students will 
vote in the future.’ He added: ’The parliamentary candidates were put through their paces and were 
clearly impressed by our Sixth Formers’ maturity and their ability to discuss serious issues.’ 

L-R: Dr Cox, Mr C Harlow (UKIP), Cllr P Hodgkinson (LibDem), Mr M 

Kang (Labour), Cllr L Stowe (Conservative—on behalf of Geoffrey Clifton 

Brown MP) and Mr Sweetlove. 

Aidan to represent GB! 
Congratulations to Aidan Hughes of Year 8 who has 

been selected to represent Great Britain in the U-12 

British Inline Puck Hockey Team. 
 

Aidan will be off to Corona, just south of Los Angeles, California this 

July to compete in the USA Amateur Athletic Union’s (AAU) Junior 

Olympics. 

 

A spokesperson from the British Inline Puck Hockey Association 

(BIPHA) said ‘One of the greatest accolades any sports person can be 

given, is the opportunity to represent 

their country at their given sport. 

Hard work, dedication, not to men-

tion outstanding ability are just 

some of the attributes needed to be 

recognized as one of the best in your 

chosen sport .’ 

 

Well done, Aidan! 



C O T S W O L D  N E W S  

Our brilliant Sixth Formers are making exciting plans for the future and amongst them are 4 

outstanding students who have received offers from Oxford and Cambridge universities. 
 

Congratulations to: 
Francesca Roxburgh who has an offer from: St Anne’s College, Oxford to read Medicine;    

Anna Gibbons who has an offer from:  Murray Edwards College, Cambridge to read History; 

Ben Darwent who has an offer from: The Queen’s College, Oxford to read Maths and Philosophy; 

Pip Cull who has an offer from: Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford to read French and Russian. 

 

As well as a lot of hard work and dedica-

tion, these four Oxbridge candidates also 

recommend going that extra mile and 

attending summer schools that may be on 

offer.  Francesca said: ‘Many universities 

run Summer Schools, like the one at Ox-

ford which I attended last year.  It was 

really useful and definitely helped with 

my application.  I’d really recommend 

anyone going on one, wherever you’re 

applying to.’   

 

Francesca and her peers also recom-

mended the mock interviews available to 

students which provide valuable prepara-

tion for the application process, adding 

‘Mrs Dobson really helped.  She was a 

great inspiration!’ 

 

All the students commented on how ap-

proachable their teachers have been at 

The Cotswold School and the excellent 

student/teacher relationships.  They also praised the school for the range of extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities 

that have been made available to them during their time at The Cotswold School. 

 

Mr White, as Head of Sixth Form, said ‘I am really delighted for these four students. People might say they are academi-

cally very able (and they are) but the secret to their ongoing success, I believe, is their exceptional hard work over many 

years. They simply love learning and thrive on the aspirational, challenging yet supportive environment at The Cotswold 

School.  They are go-getters with an infectious enthusiasm, but they're humble with it. They'll go far in life, I have no 

doubt.’ 

 CONGRATULATIONS: Oxbridge Candidates 
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The Cotswold School PTA 
Everyone is warmly invited to attend the next gathering of the PTA. You can hear about what 
we are planning, join in (if you are able), pose any questions you might have for the school 
and enjoy the refreshments. 

WHEN:  7.00pm, 17th March 2015 
WHERE: School Library 

For more information, please contact:  cotswoldpta@talktalk.net  

OUR MOTTO:  Absolutely no arm twisting (we promise!)  

mailto:cotswoldpta@talktalk.net


Cheltenham Festivals: FAMELAB ACADEMY  
Thanks also go to EDF Energy and 

the Royal Academy of Engineering 

for sponsoring the competition. 

 

We wish Tony and Emma good luck 

in the Gloucestershire Schools Final! 

- Dr B Major 

Is there a guitar lurking under your bed?  A moth-balled drum kit in the garage?  A trombone 

in the wardrobe? Have you given up the violin?  Keyboard? Flute?     

 

Our school music department would welcome do-

nations of any unwanted musical instruments. We 

promise to provide them with plenty of young, en-

thusiastic musicians who will make great use of 

them! 

 

Please contact:  Mrs K Hoole-Jackson, Music De-

partment Administrator either on 01451 820554 or 

via musicadmin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

A group of ten Year 9 students suc-

cessfully competed in the FameLab 

Academy event run by Cheltenham 

Festivals.  

 

The students had to produce a 3 min-

ute talk on a Science or Engineering 

theme of their choice and then deliver 

the presentation to an audience of 

three judges and the rest of their year 

group.  

 

All the participants overcame their 

nerves to deliver a series of engaging 

and entertaining talks, tackling ques-

tions with aplomb and earning the 

plaudits of an appreciative audience.  

 

The presentations were judged on 

content, clarity and charisma, with the 

judges having to deliberate for a long 

time to decide the final outcome. Mr 

Edwards presented the prizes with, 

first prize being awarded to Tony 

Zhang for his talk on the safety of 

nuclear power, earning him £75. Sec-

ond prize was won by Emma Parker 

for her talk on stubbing your toe, 

which won her £50. Both these stu-

dents also earned a place on a 2-day 

communication skills course, a day at 

a local STEM company and the op-

portunity to represent the school at 

the Gloucestershire Schools’ final. 

Third place went to Henry Cannon for 

his talk on tardigrades (“Water 

bears”) earning him £25.  Runners-up: 

Jenny Townsend, Zoe Lenihan, Ethan 

Waller, Lacey Quinby, Morgan Payne, 

Izzy Markham and Chloe Greatbanks 

all received free tickets to the Chelten-

ham Science Festival. 

 

We would like to thank the judging 

panel of Dr Suze Kundu (Imperial Col-

l e g e  Lo nd o n ) ,  G i n a  C o l l i n s 

(neuroscientist) and Jonathan Jowitt 

(Gloucestershire STEM Ambassador of 

the Year) for making the experience so 

rewarding for the students and Ali 

Mawle (Director of Education for 

Cheltenham Festivals) for her efforts in 

organising the event.  

 Any unwanted musical instruments? 
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Run-a-way success stories 
Amongst some of the gifted Cross-Country Runners we have at The Cotswold School 

are Elliot Goodman (Year 12) Rosanna Mutsaars (Year 10), Niamh Powell (Year 9) 

and Bethan Powell (Year 7)—all of whom have put in terrific performances in recent 

competitions. 

 

Congratulations to Sixth Form’s Elliot Goodman who 

represented the county at the Inter Counties Cross Coun-

try Championships in Cardiff in January and then went on 

to run brilliantly at the South West Championship in Feb-

ruary.  Elliot now goes on to represent Gloucestershire at 

the English Schools Cross Country Championship in 

Blackburn in March.   

 

After successes at district level competitions, Niamh Pow-

ell and Rosanna Mutsaars both ran fantastic times in Feb-

ruary in the U-15 Gloucestershire Cross Country League while Bethan Powell came 3rd in the 

U-13 class.   

 

Like Elliot, Niamh has qualified to take part in the  School’s Championship at which our 

young runners will be keeping up with the very best student runners in England. 

 

                        Good luck on 12th March in Blackburn! 

 

Thirty Chemists from Year 10 got their 

(gloved) hands dirty at the Warwick Uni-

versity Chemistry Department.   

In the state-of-the-art surroundings of the 

undergraduate teaching labs they investigated 

the colour chemistry of vanadium and syn-

thesised a range of interestingly scented ester 

molecules.   

The pupils demonstrated excellent laboratory skills and gained an insight into the day to day work of synthetic chemists. 

- Dr M Cox 

Cotswold Chemists Taste the challenge of University Chemistry  

Elliot Goodman (Y12) 

Niamh Powell (Y9) 

  
THE COTSWOLD SCHOOL PTA  

ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT 

7.30 PM  FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 2015 

at The Cotswold School 

*  TEAMS OF UP TO 4  *  £15 per TEAM  *  BAR & FREE SNACKS  * 

Please contact the school on 01451 820554 to enter a team 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO BENEFIT THE SCHOOL! 



 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Congratulations go to Alister 

Ratcliffe on finally completing 

his hard earned and well de-

served Silver Duke of Edin-

burgh’s Award.  

 

Year 11 students; Leo Barnham, 

Sarah Corless, Sophie Collett, 

Sophie Price, Sam Van 

Tromp and Will Mar-

chant have also success-

fully completed their 

Bronze Duke of Edin-

burgh’s Awards.  

 

Year 10 and Year 12 stu-

dents have been busy 

using some new compasses 

funded by the PTA to plan their 

future summer expedition routes. 

We would also like to thank the 

PTA for a large contribution to-

wards our Annual DofE Licence 

registration fee. We are also 

grateful to the British Heart 

Foundation for donating some 

first-aid training equipment, 

which will allow the students to 

practise their life-saving CPR 

skills more effectively. The 

quality of the navigation train-

ing the stu-

dents receive 

has also been 

recently ac-

knowledged as we retained 

our accreditation to run the 

National Navigation Award 

Scheme (NNAS). 

 - Dr B Major 
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SCIENCE WEEK 2015 
 12 - 22 March 2015 is National Science Week 
As well as all the great activities we will be running in school, 

parents and students might be interested in visiting some of the 

following: 

OXFORD 
Saturday 14th March, 2015: Wow!How?  

Museum of Natural History, Oxford. 10am - 4pm  FREE 

Saturday  21st March, 2015: Brookes Science Bazaar 

Oxford Brookes University. 11am - 4pm  FREE 

 

For further details of these and other events see:  

http://www.oxfordshiresciencefestival.com 

 

                  BIRMINGHAM 

Saturday 14th March, 2015 : Big Bang Fair 

NEC Birmingham.  Booking Required  FREE 

 

For further details of this National Event see: 

www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/About_Us/ 

 

Borrow a tele-
scope from the 
Science De-
partment and 
observe the 
wonders of the 
night sky! 
 
See Mr Red-
ding in S10 or 
email: 

tredding@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 



C O T S W O L D  N E W S  

 

School Governor Appointments 
Chair of Governors, Mrs Amanda Everitt, is delighted  to confirm that Mrs Lisa Cartlidge 
Dr Helen Warren, and Dr Richard Emsley are newly appointed to the posts of  Parent Governor 
on the school’s Full Governing Body. To read about all of our governors, their roles and their im-
pact  on the school this year, please visit  the governor pages on www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk  
Should you require any further information or would like to contact the Governors, please 
email: governor@thecotswoldschool.co.uk 

There is a partial solar 

eclipse on Friday 20th 

March at 9.30am, 

which won’t require a 

telescope and should 

be visible to all, 

weather permitting. 

 

Please follow safety 

advice on that day and 

do not look directly at 

the sun (http://

www.solareclipse2015.

org.uk).  

Congratulations to Sophie Minns who was a Silver Medal Winner in the Brit-

ish Biology Olympiad run by the Society of Biology.  

 

Grace New and Emily Lay were also commended 

for their efforts in the competition.  Well done! 

Biology Olympiad Medallist 

Sixth form biologists attended an informative and entertaining lecture on The Wonderful & 

Surprising World of Ants & Bees, delivered by Professor Adam Hart, well-known as a presenter 

of BBC programmes Planet Ant and Hive Alive and for his investigation of animal personality 

on Radio 4's Frontiers series.   

 

Alongside the complex architecture and highly efficient agriculture system devised by ants, he 

described the abilities of bees to communicate with dance, illustrat-

ing that these insect communities have a huge amount to teach us 

about nature.    

The Wonderful & Surprising World of Ants & Bees 

Year 7 students completed the RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch, gather-

ing some valuable data that will be used to help monitor the popula-

tions of birds in Britain. Pigeons and crows appeared prominently in 

the collected data, with a pair of red kites also spotted gracing the 

skies. 

SOLAR 

ECLIPSE 

The third After-School Primary Science session again proved a big hit, with sixty Year 5 and 6 pupils participating in two 

practical activities. Many thanks go to Mrs Madgwick and Mrs Cheale for supervising the chemistry themed activities and to 

Year 9 student George Luckett who acted as an excellent scientific assistant. 

The fourth session will be running in Science Week on Monday 16th March, 2015 

AFTER-SCHOOL PRIMARY SCIENCE CLUB  

BIG SCHOOLS’ BIRD WATCH 



 

Building upon the relationship that has 

developed between fashion guru, 

George, and The Cotswold School, Mr 

Davies has selected The Cotswold 

School as the venue for a new ven-

ture:  a show of his own new children’s 

and women’s wear range: FG4.   

 

This new charitable fashion show ven-

ture has been developed by George Da-

vies under the label FG4 ‘With a view,’ 

he says ‘to bringing the whole commu-

nity together – to benefit the young 

people and give them a really exciting 

experience.’  

 

Mr Davies’ new collection will be mod-

elled by selected Cotswold School stu-

dents and some of our staff with tute-

lage and guidance provided by Mr Da-

vies’ team of professional show produc-

ers and dressers.    

 

The Cotswold School has also linked up 

with Bourton on the Primary and Great 

Rissington Primary Schools from where 

a number of enthusiastic young models 

have also auditioned.   

 

Meanwhile, local Hair and Beauty Styl-

ists from VUOLO in Northleach have 

generously volunteered their services to 

ensure the models are catwalk ready on 

the night, while professional make up 

will be provided by SpaceNK Apothe-

cary of Cheltenham. 

 

A pop-up shop will be open at The 

Cotswold School following the show on 

27th March 2015 giving the audience 

an opportunity to try on and buy items 

from Davies' new FG4 London range. 

 

While proceeds raised will benefit the 

school community, the FG4 show 

will also give our students interested 

in photography, event coordination, 

marketing, journalism and stage man-

agement the chance to get involved 

and gain valuable hands-on experi-

ence.  

 

Mr Morgan explains: ‘This is a bril-

liant opportunity for our school com-

munity and I am delighted that we 

have been able to bring together our 

staff, students, parents,  local business 

and primary schools to work with 

George Davies' team. To have 

an industry giant take a personal in-

terest in our school and provide such 

valuable support and inspiration is 

simply fantastic.' 

Miss Franklin, Head of Textiles, 

adds: ‘We are extremely excited at 

the prospect of the FG4 show and 

most of all, building upon the won-

derful relationship we already enjoy 

with Mr Davies and his design team.’ 

 

 

The FG4 Fashion Show will take 

place on 27th MARCH 2015. 

TICKETS FOR THE SHOW 

WILL BE ON SALE THROUGH 

THE COTSWOLD SCHOOL 

FROM 1 MARCH 2015. 

  

to launch his new fashion range 
 Fashion visionary George Davies (the man behind Next, George of Asda and Marks & Spencer’s 

per una collection) has supported The Cotswold School’s own annual Fashion Show through 

the George Davies Charitable Trust for many years.  He presides as a judge and pro-

vides  work experience and prizes to young Cotswold School designers.  In  an exciting new devel-

opment George will now launch his own clothing line at The Cotswold School and proceeds from 

the show will go to benefit our school community.                     

Save the 

date: 27th 

March 2015 The Cotswold School  
George selects  

Mr George Davies, on the judging 
panel of The Cotswold School’s 
hugely popular annual charity fashion 
show. 



 

What an outstanding season 

of debate and public speak-

ing! 
 
First we had Year 11’s Joe Salf, 

Lucy Kitching and Emily Coleman 

win their heat in the English Speak-

ing Union (ESU) Public Speaking 

Competition on their topic: 'Pre-

natal selection is simply eugenics in 

a veiled form’.  Then, it was our 

Sixth Formers’ turn to shine... 

 
In February, Fran Roxburgh and 

Ben Darwent won through to the 

second round of the MACE Debate 

- 

winning their motion by successfully 

opposing the idea that a 100% inheri-

tance tax should be introduced.  

 

Ben then joined forces with 

Adam Ellison to form one of 

just six teams (out of 40) that 

successfully got through to 

finals day of the Oxford Un-

ion Debate. Ben and Adam 

had two Parliamentary styled 

debates on the night, includ-

ing one on whether MI6 and 

the CIA should have the 

right to assassinate dictators 

and dangerous fugitives.  We 

look forward to seeing Ben 

and Adam in action at the 

Oxford Union Debate Finals Day on 14th 

March. 

 

Finally, but by no means least,  the dy-

namic team of Adam Ellison and Ed 

Cullinane were victorious, winning the 

Gloucestershire Schools Debate Competi-

tion!  The duo  won their place at the finals 

of the competition in an exciting debate, 

successfully arguing that 16 year olds 

should have the right to vote.  To win 

through to the final two teams, Adam and 

Ed competed against very worthy oppo-

nents from Cheltenham College, Chelten-

ham Ladies College and St Edwards.  Ulti-

mately, however, Adam and Ed were, as 

the judges said, ‘a head and shoulders 

above the rest'. 

‘A head and shoulders above the rest’ 

L-R: Ben Darwent, Ed Cullinane, Adam Ellison and Francesca Roxburgh 

ESU Public Speakers Lucy Kitching, Joe 
Salf and Emily Coleman  with Mr Morgan. 

We count ourselves extremely fortunate to have the support of the Rotary Club of the 

North Cotswolds who, over many, many years, have provided our students with valu-

able careers advice, interview skills and wonderful extra curricular opportunities. 

 

Mr Smith, Head of Catering and Assistant Head of D&T is delighted to regularly host Club, 

District and Regional heats for Rotary International’s Young Chef Competition and welcomes 

the inspiration and resilience the competition gives to our students.  Well done to Maisie 

Laughton who won the Young Chef District 

Semi-Final and is now going on to the Dis-

trict Finals at the end of February! 

 

Our English and Art Departments also enjoy 

strong links with the North Cotswold Rotary 

Club with students regularly participating in 

Writing and Photography Competitions.  

Mrs Hannam, Head of Art & Design said:  

‘We are so grateful for Rotary’s  support 

and encouragement of our students in the 

Young Photographer and  Young Writer 

competitions and for generously giving up 

their time to come in to school to present 

certificates and prizes.’ 

 

Our Young Writers and  Young Photographers. Back row : Mrs Dobson, Mrs Han-
nam, Katya Mullins, Laurie Chilton, Phoebe Gore and Mr Mike Boyes of North Cots-
wold Rotary Club. Front Row: Emma Parker and Ella Sweeney 

Thank you North Cotswold Rotary! 

Mr Bob Hadley with Young Chef 
finalist, Maisie Laughton 


