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Congratulations to Huw 

Dickinson who has been of-

fered a place with the pres-

tigious  Musical Youth Com-

pany of Oxford (MYCO).  

Talented performer Huw will be 

part of the Oxford-based musical 

theatre company that draws from 

young talent across the county.  

 

Huw is a dedicated performer on 

The Cotswold School stage and has 

taken on roles in Coram Boy, and 

most recently in Oliver!  

Charlie’s Flying High 
The Air League held its Annual Reception in 
the wonderful setting of St James Palace this 
year, where a number of individuals  were rec-
ognised for their remarkable achievements in 
the world of British Aviation, and awards were 
presented by The Air League's Patron His Roy-
al Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

 
Amongst the audience and award recipients was 
none other than The Cotswold School’s Charlie 
Taylor (Y12) 

 
Just a few years ago, Charlie was given a 'gliding 
experience' as a  birthday present. Inspired by the 
experience, Charlie dedicated himself to becoming 
a glider pilot.  Focussed and determined, at just 
over 14 years old, Charlie then became one of the 
country's youngest solo gliding pilots.  Now 17, 
his dedication has not waned and this year Char-
lie was honoured to receive a bursary from the Air 
League which will 
go to support his on-
going training as a 
pilot.  

 
As well as meeting 
the Duke of Edin-
burgh, Charlie's 
memorable evening 
at St James' Palace 
also included listen-
ing to a surprise 
'phone call' from Major Tim Peake who 'called 
down' from the International Space Station for the 
audience to hear. 

 
Congratulations, Charlie, on your well deserved 
award! 

Huw Dickinson  

- MYCO Calling        
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 Alice Triff: Composer 
We are very pleased and proud to announce that Alice Triff, 

Year 9, is amongst the finalists of Amnesty International's Am-

nesty Youth Awards 2016!  

 

Alice, who was one of just 10 finalists to have been selected from 

thousands of entrants across the UK, entered a self-penned musical 

composition.   Look out for Alice at our Summer Cadence Festival 

of music where she will be performing!  

 Huge congratulations to Tom 

Minns (Y13) who has won him-

self a place on a highly ac-

claimed apprenticeship pro-

gramme at Delphi— the leading 

global supplier of technologies 

for the automotive and com-

mercial vehicle market.  Tom 

will be helping to make vehicles 

smarter, safer, and efficient.  

The staff and student votes have been counted and 

our new head student team next year will be:  

Head Girl: Rachel Davies,  Head Boy: Joe Salf,  

Deputy-Head Girl: Lucy Kitching,  Deputy-

Head Boy: Ben Erasmus 

 

Mr White, Head of Sixth Form, congratulated 

them all saying: “I think they will be a strong 

team”.  We would also like to thank our out-going 

team: Head Girl Beth O’Brien, Head Boy Ed Cul-

linane, Deputy-Head Girl Alice Gee and Deputy 

Head Boy Henry Yates for all their hard work 

over the last year. 

Welcome to our new  
Head Girl and Head Boy 

We would like to thank the dedicated members of our 

PTA  who kindly give up their time for the benefit of 

all the children attending our 

school.  From running bake sales at Chasleton House, to serving 

drinks at school events, our PTA raises funds supporting a wide 

variety of initiatives in school . 

 

The PTA funds such diverse items as the climbing walls for Ac-

tivites Week, equipment for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award stu-

dents, our school counsellor, furniture and equipment, as well as 

the exciting guest speakers that inspire and enrich learning. 

On behalf of us all—thank you, PTA ,for all that you do! 

 

PTA Shout out! 



 On the 13th April, Dr Pearce and his A Level students were pleased to 

welcome a group of Oxford University undergraduate students sent by 

the Royal Society of Chemistry to hold a Spectroscopy Workshop at 

our school. 

The workshop was focussed on infrared spectroscopy and mass spec-

trometry, which is a topic Year 12 students have been studying.  The 

visiting scientists brought an infrared spectrometer with them and allowed students 

to “run” samples.  This was a fantastic experience as A Level students would 

not normally have access to such equipment that costs anywhere from £15K up-

wards.  Our students were able to solve a number of problems using these two spec-

trometry techniques to identify mystery compounds. 

The visit was also enormously valuable in terms of developing our contacts with Ox-

ford University and providing an insight for our students.  Our visitors were able to 

give a first-hand account of what life is like as a Chemistry student at Oxford Uni-

versity and provided great encouragement to our A Level 

students to challenge themselves and aim high.  

  

 - Dr S Pearce, Science Department 

We are very proud of our pupils and staff who 
this year helped to raise an impressive £366.55 
for Sport Relief. 
 
Special mention must also go to Lucy Anthony and 

Charlotte Warren who completed a Sport  
Relief Triathlon and raised £166.95. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part in a sporting event and thank 
you to those who sponsored or donated money to this great cause! 

Spectroscopy Workshop 

We would like to say a huge Thank you to Andy and Kathryn Pulham and all at Pulhams Coaches for their 

partnership and support.   

Thanks to Pulhams’ sponsorship, our  sports teams have kits they can be proud to wear as they represent their school 

and the district.  Pulhams’ generosity is not just an enormous financial undertaking, it is also a huge vote of confi-

dence for the school and encouragement for our pupils, for which we are extremely grateful. 

Pulham’s: ‘THANK YOU!’  



 

Year 9 students successfully com-

peted in the FameLab Academy 

Cotswold School final run by The 

Times Cheltenham Science Festival. 
 

The students had to produce a 3 mi-

nute talk on a Science or Engineering 

theme of their choice and then deliver 

the presentation to an audience of 3 

judges and the rest of their year group. 

All the participants overcame their 

nerves to deliver a series of very en-

gaging and entertaining talks, confi-

dently tackling questions and earning 

the respect of an appreciative audi-

ence. 

 

The presentations were judged on 

content, clarity and charisma, with the 

judges undertaking a long deliberation 

to decide the final outcome, with  

Sabrina Torris gaining first prize for 

her talk on Stem Cells, earning herself 

£50 and progression to the next stage 

of the competition. 

 

Second prize winners were Adam 

Ladd for his talk on Skylon and Lily 

Loat for her talk on extreme weather, 

who both won £20. The runners-up 

were; Beatrice Tweedie, Poppy Wil-

cox, Alice Triff, Chris Bridges, Ellie 

Tisshaw and Jasmine Ertughrul who 

all earned British Science Association 

Bronze CREST Awards for their 

splendid efforts. 

 

We would like to thank the judging 

panel of Andrew Exton (Hewlett 

Packard Enterprise), Sharron Pearson 

(Cheltenham Festivals) and Lorretta 

Newton for making the experience so 

rewarding for the students. 

 

After her success in the Cotswold 

School Famelab Academy final, Sa-

brina Torris received a two-day mas-

ter-class in communications skills 

with Dr Nic Harrigan in preparation 

for participating in the County final 

and also undertook some work experi-

ence with Ultra Electronics. School 

STEM ambassador Jonathan Jowitt 

also gave Sabrina some useful hints 

and tips on her presentation style. 

 

The Gloucestershire final was held at 

EDF Energy in front of a very enthu-

siastic and vocal audience of students 

and parents, with the event hosted by 

Quentin Cooper from BBC Radio 4. 

All nine participants, from a range of 

Gloucestershire schools presented 

some highly engaging three minute 

presentations, with Sabrina radically 

re-vamping her Stem Cell talk. Each 

talk was then followed by some tough 

questioning from the judges, Kate 

Clark (BBC Radio Gloucestershire), 

Ben Garrod (TV presenter) and Rhys 

Kearney (EDF Energy). 

 

The standard of presentations from all 

the participants was exceptionally 

high and after some tough delibera-

tion the judges finally awarded Sabri-

na a highly deserved first prize for 

the panache she showed in deliv-

ering her exhilarating talk on a 

complex issue. She won herself a 

£250 science prize and a £30 

voucher for Cheltenham Festivals 

tickets.  

Sabrina was also interviewed on BBC 

Radio Gloucestershire and filmed for 

a TV production and more important-

ly she also won £250 for the Science 

Department! It was also noted that 

The Cotswold School seems to have 

somewhat of a monopoly on this com-

petition, with Henry Cannon being 

triumphant last year. 

 

Many thanks to EDF Energy who 

sponsored the competition and to 

Sharron Pearson at Cheltenham Festi-

vals who organised the project mag-

nificently. 

 

- Dr B Major, Science Department 

FameLab Academy accolade 

Following on from Sabrina Torris’ superb FameLab Academy County win, she has recently 

been accepted into the prestigious Earth & Marine Science Summer School 2016.   

 

Held at Southampton University in July, this five day programme will help Sabrina develop her 

investigative and presentation skills through lab-based, onshore and off-shore investigations. 

     Sabrina’s making waves 



 

It’s been a busy half term in the Geography Department, starting with the launch 

of the last ever 20 hour Controlled Assessment (representing 25% of their final 

GCSE grade)! 

 

On the 11th and 12th of April, the GCSE Geographers went to Dawlish Warren where 

they applied their classroom knowledge on coastal protection to the coastline 

in this region; currently, the defences are being updated and so they got to see 

real life management in action!  

They collected data and utilised a range of skills – measuring beach profiles, 

carrying out sediment analysis, measuring the effectiveness of the groynes, 

surveying other coastal defence strategies and questioning the locals to find 

out their perspectives on the strategies employed. 

Since the fieldwork, all GCSE Geographers in Y10 have been writing up their 

findings during lessons, producing some pretty impressive investigations! They 

are due to complete these by the end of June and I am sure that will make a sig-

nificant contribution towards their examination success next summer.  

 

- Mrs Johnstone, Head of Geography 

Dawlish Warren Fieldtrip 

To all parents and friends of the school who work in the arts - please help!  
 
The Year 10 Drama students are researching arts careers and need to get a very clear idea of 
different roles in the arts.   Would you mind sending Mrs Monk your email address so we can 
send you a few questions?  
If you were willing to write a short 'day in the life' of your job or possibly be able to visit us in 
school, that would be even more amazing. 
 
We're after performers, administrators, designers, teachers, producers - absolutely ANYONE 
in ANY art form - music, theatre, T.V., dance, fine art, design - ANYTHING! 
 
Thank you!  
 
Please email Mrs Monk, Head of Drama: mmonk@thecotswoldschool.co.uk  

Can you help? 



 

Izzy Kiey-Thomas received top honours at the Bourton Roadrun-

ners presentations recently. 

 

She has won the Shona Crombie Hicks Trophy for best girl overall in 

the 2015-2016 cross country season, the gold medal for best Under 13 

Girl and also the 5 Year Award for successfully completing five con-

secutive cross country seasons.  

Huge congratulations, Izzy.  What a star! 

Izzy: a runaway success 

On May 19th Aidan McNiffe (Year 9) and Guy Salter (Year 7) took part in the RDA Mid-

West Regional Competition, representing Chipping Norton RDA.   

 

Guy and Aidan both competed in the Dressage and the Countryside Challenge (a challenging 

obstacle course for horse and rider!)  This was the first time either of them had competed and 

both boys performed exceedingly well in the largest class of competitors on the day. Guy 

coming in an impressive 7th and Aidan 10th. 

   

Team spirit was great with each rider cheer-

ing on their team mates to the bitter end! 

 

 

Aidan & Guy: RDA Competition 

In their most recent Governors meeting, as well as the customary update from all the committees, Governors had a 

full agenda to discuss. This included a presentation by the School Council who put forward their ideas for a new 

school jumper as well as informing us about their charity activities and feeding back on the rewards system intro-

duced this year. Mrs Grover presented the annual SEND report and Mr White spoke about the School Evaluation 

Form which evaluates the progress we have made as a school in all areas over the past academic year. This then 

prepares the ground for the main priorities identified in the School Development Plan for the coming year. Gover-

nors review these regularly throughout the year.   

The various committees updated the Full Governing Body with reports from Teaching and Learning on the new 

behaviour and rewards system, PE and Careers provision. Dr Scantlebury had presented previously on the school’s 

approach to “Life after Levels” and how our KS3 assessment systems will feed into the new GCSE grading. Prepa-

rations to implement the annual staff survey were underway. Governors continue to visit departments.  

Finance had been very busy and reported back on school finances. Governors also met Mrs Mandy Tye who will 

take over as the school bursar on the retirement of Mrs Val Turner.  

In a separate meeting governors were able to see proposed designs of the new sixth form block and listen to pitch-

es from possible architects.  

There is one more Full Governing Body meeting this term with a couple of committee meetings as well. Can I take 

the opportunity to thank all governors for their commitment to and support for the school over the past year.   

Governors’ Corner 



 

Twenty-one pupils have just returned from the second leg of the annual French exchange to Brittany organised by 
The Cotswold School. 
 
“This is the eleventh time we have done the exchange and it goes from strength to strength,” said Mme Moss, teacher of 
French and Russian, who organises the exchange. 
“We have an excellent relationship with our colleagues at Collège Charles Le Goffic in Lannion, Northern Brittany, and our 
pupils are always given a royal welcome by the families who host them. Not only do the pupils get to practise their language 
skills by living with a family for a week but they also get a real insight into French culture both at home and at school. We 
also find time to do activities in the local area, including a reception at the town hall. ”  
 
The French group spent a week living with families over here in early March and were delighted by the welcome they re-
ceived. Blessed with good weather they visited Stratford, Warwick Castle, Bath, the Model Village in Bourton and also en-
joyed a traditional cream tea. A highlight of the week was a joint trip to London when all the penfriends went on the London 
Eye, had a tour of the main sights courtesy of Pulhams Coaches, who sponsor the school’s Language College activities, and 
finished up with a trip to the Natural History Museum. 
 
“Doing an exchange is not only a great way to improve linguistic skills and discover a different culture. It also gives a huge 
boost in self confidence to many of the participants.  We’re already thinking ahead to next year’s trip,” added Mme Moss. 

French Exchange 

 German Exchange Year 10 students have recently returned  
from Germany where they have enjoyed  
a wonderful, culture-filled trip, as Megan 
Hassmann’s article shows: 
 
The German Exchange was a great experience; I not 

only got to improve my languages but also made some lifelong friends.  
We went on really interesting and fun day trips - one with our German 
exchange partners and the rest as just a group of Cotswold School students. 
I thoroughly enjoyed all of the trips but if I had to pick a favourite it would 
probably be the trip to Munich. We went there just as our group while the 
exchange partners were at school. We took the train there and got to go 
shopping around the centre of Munich. We also visited the Olympic Park, 
BMW World and climbed a TV tower. I found that day really enjoyable as 
we got to witness the German culture - especially in the town centre!  
 
I would really recommend this trip to anyone who is thinking of going. I 
have some lifelong memories I will never forget! 

Welcome back to Ms Brown, who has recently returned after being on maternity leave and goodbye to Mrs Pryce who 

has done a great job of covering classes in the meantime.  We are delighted to also have Mrs De Mello back, following 

her maternity leave. 

 

The MFL department are busy preparing for forthcoming trips to Barcelona and the Rhineland. The pupils are very excited and 

looking forward to visiting the sites and hopefully putting their language skills into practice! Many thanks to Miss Tingle and 

Ms Littler for organising these and to those accompanying the trips.  News of these to follow after half-term. Have a safe jour-

ney everybody! 

 

Ms Brown, Miss Tingle and Mrs Kelman have attended courses on the new GCSE for languages. The new exams are challeng-

ing but also have a more cultural and practical focus, which pupils will undoubtedly find useful in the future. Mrs Hudson has 

been covering the new A Level specifications. 

 

Twilight Russian with Mme Moss and Italian with Mrs De Mello will be starting after the half-time with details to follow.  

Year 7 and 8 pupils will be doing their language exams in June and all parents/carers will be emailed a revision list to help with 

preparation, and pupils will have advice and links on Show My Homework. Good luck everybody! 

 

Some Year 8 French classes have recently been lucky enough to have 

a French Breakfast, which has tied in with the food and drink topic.  

8H enjoyed some croissants with Nutella and Bonne Maman jam and 

pains au chocolat, washed down with Orangina. C’était délicieux! 

 



 

their previous navigational errors and 

made much greater use of their com-

passes, kindly donated by the PTA, 

to keep on track! Many thanks go to 

The Greedy Goose, Salford for al-

lowing use to use their car park as a 

meeting point, to Mrs Beacham for 

opening up Bledington Village Hall 

and to Mr Phillips, Mr Pascoe and 

Mrs Neale for supervising the stu-

dents on route.  All of the DofE 

groups are now busily completing 

their expedition training and plan-

ning their routes, menus, equipment 

needs and projects for their summer 

camping expeditions.  

 

Congratulations to Year 11 students 

Ben Sammons, Izzy Swallow and 

Rebecca Hoadley, who recently ac-

complished their Bronze DofE 

Awards and to Charles Gregory and 

Henry Yates in Year 13 who have 

gained their Silver DofE Awards. 

 

Mr Morgan and Dr Major were also 

recently invited to Buckingham Pal-

ace Gardens to celebrate the Dia-

mond Anniversary of the DofE 

Award. They had the opportunity to 

see the Duke of Edinburgh, after 

which they were presented with a 

commemorative plaque by BBC 

Breakfast presenter Naga Munchetty 

in recognition of the commitment 

shown by the school in providing 

students with opportunities in the 

DofE Award.                 - Dr B. Major 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
The outdoor season has begun, with 

nine out of ten Bronze DofE groups 

managing to follow their planned 

routes successfully when completing 

evening training walks around Bour-

ton. Further navigational training is, 

however, required for one group who 

mistook Clapton-on-the-Hill for Lit-

tle Rissington! Many thanks to Mr 

Phillips and Mr Walker for supervis-

ing the Year 10’s in their excursions 

and ensuring they all returned to 

school before sunset. 

 

A group of Year 12 students also 

showed good dedication and initia-

tive to complete a challenging 3 day 

Silver practice expedition over the 

Easter holidays. The group hiked 

through the Forest of Dean and Wye 

Valley, camping at a windy, but very 

picturesque Beeches Farm and cross-

ing a wobbly suspension bridge to 

camp at Biblins, on the banks of the 

River Wye. A surprising high spring 

tide, flooded some of their planned 

route at Brockweir and some soggy 

views were obtained from the end-

point at Symonds Yat. Many thanks 

to Mr M. Smith for supervising the 

determined, but very tired group at 

the end. 

 

Following on from their evening 

walks, sixty Bronze DofE students 

groups took advantage of the chilly, 

spring sunshine to complete 25km 

day walks crossing through three 

counties. The groups learned from 

We were delighted to have been exclusively selected by publishing company Scholastic UK to help 

with their market research for their TEEN magazine last year.   

This on-going link, while a great coup for our pupils and the school in general, will benefit teenage read-

ers across the country, improving the style and content of this valuable resource.  

Our close relationship with TEEN magazine has continued this year and now two of our dedicated  

Student Librarians, Yr9 pupils Anna Hall and Louise Minns, are in print!  Anna and Louise submitted 

very eloquent reviews of two new teen fiction books, helping other avid readers make sound choices 

when selecting their summer reading. 

Books can be purchased online (as well as via the Library using the order form on the back of the 

magazines) but please make sure you enter the school’s name to ensure our Library benefits and  

receives free books!  

We hope to see many more of our pupils reviews in future editions of the magazine! 

Student Librarians in Print! 



 

Where are they now? 
We are always delighted to get news of our alumni and recently heard that Helena Dickinson 
(Class of 2014) has been offered a year's employment with the Home Office as an Assistant 
Economist analysing data relating to policing, terrorism and immigration.   
 
Helena was one of the school's first A Level Economics students when the subject 
was launched in 2011, taught by Mr Sweetlove.   
 
Helena has sent her thanks for the inspiration and great teaching! 

June 2016 

Next Events We have had all our meetings for this school year, so our next one will be on Wed 7th Sept 
7:00pm in the school library. 
 Our fundraising is going well this year, with a successful Quiz night, PTA bars, Teas at Chastle-
ton House, Easyfundraising online shopping donations and car parking contributing to over 
£4500 being raised so far. Thankyou to all who have helped! 
 If you can help serve teas and coffees at Chastleton House on 29th June, or if you can bake a 
cake, please get in touch. 
 Or if you can help on the PTA bar on July 8th for the school Music Festival, please get in touch. 

Who are 
we? 

The PTA are a friendly group of parents and staff who raise about £10k each year to pay for extra 
things at school and have a bit of fun at the same time. 
There is a small committee of 6 members and a wider group  who help out when they can. 

What is the 
money used 
for? 

Over 2014/15 we funded:  visualisers for the English department,  compasses and other funding 
for D of E Awards, a trolley and refrigerator for the Catering Department,   an outdoor table ten-
nis table, lights for performing arts, a visiting guest speaker for the History Department, Prizes 
for Speech Day and money towards the School Counselling service,  Activities week and Book 
Week. 

Key PTA 
events? 

Car parking: visitors to Bourton pay £3 to park on the school field on bank holidays and week-
ends in the summer.  The PTA run the car park. 
Bars: the PTA run the bar at key events at school. 
Quiz night: A fun social event and fundraiser. 
                                                                                                             

Do we need 
any help? 

Yes please! The more hands we have the easier and more fun it is for everyone.   If you could 
spare an hour or two to help with car parking one day, serve drinks on a bar, pass around mince 
pies at the Carol Service, or make sandwiches for the quiz night…. you would be very welcome!   

Contacts Rachel Godfrey via cotswoldpta@outlook.com  – please get in touch if you want to help, find out 
more or just be on the PTA email list. 

More Info School website:http://www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/ 
    
              Find us on Facebook: The Cotswold School 
    
              Find us on Twitter: @Cotswold_School 
        
Easyfundraising: To raise funds when you shop online – http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/cotswoldschoolpta 

mailto:cotswoldpta@talktalk.net
http://www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cotswoldschoolpta
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