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COTSWOLD NEWS 

Careers and Futures Event 2016 
With kind support from pro-
fessionals across a variety 
of careers and organisa-
tions -  The Cotswold 
School is able to host 
this useful and informa-
tive evening which forms 
part of  what is known, in 
educational terms, as our 
school’s ‘CEIAG Provi-
sion’.  That is: Careers and 
Education Information, Ad-
vice and Guidance. 
 
Our Careers & Futures Event is 
free and organised for the bene-
fit of our students in Years 9 – 
Sixth Form, providing them 
with a chance to see, in familiar 
surroundings, just some of the 
diverse range of career and edu-
cation opportunities available to 
them and a few of the many 
pathways open to them to reach 
their goals. 
  
‘It also provides our students 
with the valuable experience 
of talking face-to-
face to professionals they have 
not met before, developing 
those soft skills, so vital in the 
workplace; and something em-
ployers regularly tell us they are 
looking for,’ adds Mrs Mon-
teith, the school’s Careers Coor-
dinator.   
 
‘Our Careers and Futures Event 
goes from strength to strength, 
building on the successes of the 
year before.  We are very grate-
ful to all the individuals – in-
cluding alumni and parents, as 
well as companies, apprentice-

ship organisations, colleges and 
universities who attended on the 
night to inspire Cotswold stu-
dents.  It would simply not 
be possible without our 
wider community so gen-
erously volunteering their 
time.’  
 

 

 

 

The Cotswold School Hall was buzzing for our annual Careers and Futures Event. 



Fashion Show 2016 

 

  

The 2016 annual Cotswold School Charity Fashion Show boasted another fantastic range of collections from 

our student designers.  This year, the collections came under the scrutiny of a discerning judging panel that 

included: Ms Sarah-Hayley Owen, previously Director of Cheltenham Fashion Week and a highly regarded 

personal and editorial stylist who has worked around the globe; Ms Sophie Martin, an alumna of The Cots-

wold School who is now in her final year at the London College of Fashion and our own Mrs Ami Wardell, 

teacher of Art & Design. 

  

Faced with such an impressive array of talent, no one envied the judges their task of selecting the winners.  After 

much deliberation, the winners for 2016 were announced: 

 
Best overall collection  

‘The Spy Who Dressed Me’ by Heidi Mundinano (Y8) –  
a smart, tailored collection crafted from polypropylene 
fabrics and printed with hidden messages that became 

visible under UV light. 
 

Best catwalk performance  
Dolly Forrester’s (Y9) Inuit inspired ‘Techno Tundra’ 
collection modelled by Saskia Kemp, Tansy Jeal and  

Imi Organ. 
 

Best single garment 
Maisie Curran (Y8)’s own, meticulously crafted feath-
ered gown ‘Heaven’ which was part of the collection 

Maisie designed and made in memory of her late mother. 
 

Best model  
Aurelia Brand (Y10) who modelled the ‘Blue Lagoon’ 

gown in Freddie O’Sullivan’s slick ‘Shaken, not stirred’ 
cocktail inspired collection – complete with paper  

umbrellas! 
 

Special Prize for Up and Coming Talent  
Kate Jacovides (Y8) for her ‘Queens/Powerful Women’ 
collection of jewel coloured, detailed gowns with cloaks. 



 

 

The judges had high praise for all the designers and 

models while Sarah-Hayley Owen with Sophie Mar-

tin explained the intricacies of the work involved in 

creating the collections – from the difficulties of in-

corporating LED lighting to gowns, to constructing 

reversible fashion, to the painstaking work involved 

in appliqué and in producing a skirt covered in feath-

ers.  

  

Miss Julie Franklin, our Head of Textiles who over-

sees the Fashion Show was delighted: ‘I am extreme-

ly proud of all the students’ efforts and everyone who 

made this year’s event so spectacular.  The designers 

have been working since July on their collections, 

while the Sixth Form coordinators have produced the 

show, marketed it and enthusiastically supported their 

chosen charity Helen and Douglas House.  This event 

encourages community involvement, commercial 

acumen, design and technological skills and it nur-

tures creativity too.’ 

 

Mr Morgan added:  ‘Every year our Fashion Show 

never fails to impress. I am stunned all over again by 

the talents of our young people; and so proud of all 

the hard work that has gone on for months behind the 

scenes to make this show happen.’ 



 

It’s…Triple Time! 
The school’s resident wind ensemble “Triple Time” recently 
performed brilliantly at the Youth & Music Concert at St Ed-
ward’s Church in Stow, in conjunction with the North Cots-
wolds Rotary Club. 
 
The money they helped to raised went to the Rotary  
Foundation Charity which enables Rotary International to con-
duct many world-wide humanitarian projects. 

Our first PSHE Day of the year got off 
to a flying start with pupils enjoying a 
range of activities including yoga exer-
cises and relaxation techniques to help 
with exam stress and the challenges of 
everyday life.   
 
Many students said they would definitely 
be continuing with at least some of the 
aspects learnt. 
 
Emma Lawrence of The Yoga Tree very 
generously ran a day of sessions for the 
whole of Year 10—for free!  She was 
keen to impart her knowledge and love of 
Yoga to the students who took on board 
what she was saying and thoroughly en-
joyed the new experience. 

Each session lasted an hour, with pupils 
adopting many of the classic Yoga poses 
and culminating in a  hypnotic relaxation 
exercise which Emma recited.   
 
Never have Year 10 been so focussed! 

Bending over backwards to help pupils 

Volunteering to make a difference 
Megan Butler, Ollie Richards, Jess White and Courtney Vowels have been rais-
ing funds to help young children less fortunate than themselves. 

Over the summer they, along with Will Ballinger, Ben Twyman, Luke Ellison 
and Josh Hart all took part in The National Citizen Service (NCS) scheme— a 
brilliant residential programme for 15-17 year-olds involving exhilarating chal-
lenges, the chance to make their mark on their community and build skills for 
work and life.  NCS experience is also a great addition to student’s personal 
statement for job, college and university applications.  

The money our students raised went to buy paint and 
equipment to decorate and refurbish a children’s home 
in Cheltenham, to make it a more welcoming and hap-
py environment.  

 
NCS volunteers were then celebrated at an evening Graduation Ceremony at The Pump 
Rooms in Cheltenham at which our students delivering engaging speeches about the 
highs (and challenges!) of their volunteering experience. A presentation of diplomas followed, with Mr Alex Chalk 
MP congratulating the ‘graduating class’ of NCS volunteers.  
For more information about NCS, and to get involved, visit: www.ncsyes.co.uk/ 



Aston Tutt is the Junior British Moun-
tain Bike Champion 2016 having won 
the Mountain Bike World Cup in 
Vallnord, Italy in August. 
  
Having also won the BDS (British 
Downhill Series) overall in her class this 
September, Aston (18) came 8th in the 
World Championships in Val di Sole, 
Italy also in September.  She is deter-
mined to improve her place at next year’s 
World Championships as she is a little 
disappointed with her 8th position, de-
spite being the first Junior female to be 
selected to ride for Britain for three 
years. 
 
These gruelling races over rough, wood-
land terrain are not for the faint-hearted 
and Aston has suffered many injuries 
over the years, the worst being a broken 
collar bone in her Motorcross days.  Oth-
er  injuries have included severe bruising 
to her legs when one of her team mates 
landed on her during a recent race!  A 
handily located mountain river provided 
some much needed therapy—so no need 
for an ice bath back at the hotel! 
 
Aston first started riding at the age of 
seven when her Dad bought her and 
brother Seddon a Motorcross bike each.  
By the age of nine she was hooked, with 
an ambition to ride in competitions.  She 
was involved in the sport for seven years 
before switching to Downhill Mountain 

Biking in 2014, taking up national racing 
in the sport only a year later. 
 
So what next? “As it’s off-season, I’m in 
training till next summer when I’ll be 
able to join the Elite Women (top female 
class) team.  I’m aiming to compete in 
the World Cups but it’s a tough field as 
only 15 women from each country are 
allowed to qualify each year.  I’m also 
hoping that any up-coming competitions 
don’t interfere with my A-Levels.  To 
compete at this level has been my dream 
for many years and I’m really looking 
forward to taking it up professionally 
next year.” 
 
Aston’s parents are very proud and sup-
portive of her achievements but she does 
admit her Mum “gets scared when I com-
pete and is usually too nervous to come 
to races!”.   
 
We wish Aston every success in the 
coming year, and will be keeping a close 
eye on her career in the future.   
 

Astounding Aston 

Lucy’s Football Skills are Striking! 
Striker, Lucy Hepburn Year 9, has been selected to train for the England junior women’s football team! 
 
Lucy’s weekend-long training sessions take place at prestigious Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre in Berkshire 
every three months and involve two-hour sessions on various techniques such as attacking, defending and dynamics.  
As this is her first year training for the national team, she says, “I’m concentrating on the Regionals this year, to get 
used to the system and will hopefully progress to National training next year, which will involve training sessions 
further away from home.” 
  
Her England contract lasts for 12 months; players usually have to go for trial again to gain another 12-month contract 
but talented Lucy is already in the running to progress to Nationals next year! 
Lucy is no stranger to this level of playing as she also plays for Oxford United WFC with fellow Cotswold pupil 
Emma Parker.  This involves three training sessions a week and a lot of dedication from mum and dad! 
 
Lucy says her Mum is “overwhelmed” with her success and Dad is “very proud, always helping me to move forward 
with training and new opportunities.” She is planning to play professionally after leaving school. 
 
“School have been very helpful and supportive when it comes to my training”, she says, “especially [former PE 
Technician] Miss Salleh” who was instrumental in putting her forward for her Oxford trial.  

 
Well done Lucy! 



 

We are delighted to announce that we have nominated our 

Breakfast Club’s Mr Hunt for Kellogg’s Breakfast Club He-

ro of the Year.   

 

Working tirelessly – often in his free time - to raise funds and 

find ways of supporting our very popular Breakfast Club, Mr 

Hunt has already raised £400 for equipment through Kellogg’s and is about to embark on some training 

with them. 

Mr Hunt has also been awarded a training opportunity: Kellogg’s has teamed up with Forever Manches-

ter, a UK Charity, and Northumbria University to provide training to help Breakfast Clubs run success-

fully. The training includes information on effective planning and accessing funding opportunities to en-

sure our Breakfast Club is sustainable and stays around for the long term. 

 

Thank you, Mr Hunt, for all that you have done and continue to do for our Breakfast Club.  Whatever 

the outcome of the award, you are most definitely a Breakfast Club Hero at The Cotswold School! 

You’re  our hero!        

Tate Trip 
Year 11 recently got up close and personal with artwork 

when they went to London for the day to visit both Tate 

Modern and Britain.  

Mrs Waters organised a fantastic trip which enabled our 

GCSE artists to see contemporary artwork in the newly 

built wing of Tate Modern. They also took in the amazing 

view of the London skyline from the top of this wing, 

which was an experience in itself!  

This was followed by a scenic walk along the Thames be-

fore jumping on the coach to go to Tate Britain. Here, our 

pupils were able to see a contrast in genres compared to the 

art at Tate Modern.  

This trip enabled pupils to see artwork in person which al-

lows for a deepened understanding of technique, scale and 

material.  

Fun was had by all…even when posing for a photograph in 

the rain on the steps at Tate Britain! 

Home-Start Cotswolds is a local charity that supports families with 
young children through volunteer home visiting.  We are currently  
recruiting for volunteers to join us on the next Volunteer Preparation 
course which commences in January 2017. 
If you are interested in volunteering or simply want more information, 
please visit: www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk  

http://www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk


The Equestrian Team have had a 

hugely successful couple of years with 

approximately 20 pupils taking part in 

various NSEA competitions including 

Dressage, Showjumping, Arena 

Eventing and Eventing.  

 

With numerous placings throughout 

these competitions our Arena Eventing 

team have qualified for the NSEA Na-

tional Championships at the end of Octo-

ber, competing against the country’s top 

equestrian 

schools.  

The team 

consisting 

of Jess 

East, Anni-

ka Court-

ney, Saskia 

Connor and 

Honor Devas will travel to Ad-

dington Manor with Amity 

Thwaites who is also representing 

the school in the Championships, 

competing individually in Dressage.  

We wish these girls every success at the 

Championships. 

 

Additionally, the team have been com-

peting in the British Showjumping ‘Just 

for Schools’ league, taking part in regu-

lar competitions throughout the year. 

Their consistent success and placings in 

these competitions gained them a place 

at the British Showjumping National 

Championships at Stoneleigh Park in 

August 2016. The team of Annika 

Courtney, Grace Jacovides, Kate Jaco-

vides and Saskia Connor came a very 

respectable 5th place. Well done girls!! 

 

Not only have our team had success at 

school competitions, numerous pupils 

were placed at the Pony Club National 

Championships representing their re-

spective Pony Clubs. Holly Osbourne 

had a hugely successful 

competition winning the 

Open Individual Eventing 

Championship, whilst 

Freya Partridge also won 

her section in the Interme-

diate Individual Eventing 

Championships and Ami-

ty Thwaites was placed 5th 

in her section of the Nov-

ice Individual Champion-

ships. 

Izzy Lovat won the 

Team Novice Showjumping, the 

only team to all jump double 

clears and Molly Hughes was 

placed 7th in the Individual Inter-

mediate Showjumping. Sarah 

Owens achieved 5th place and 

Freya Partridge 9th place in the 

Individual Intermediate Dressage 

resulting in them being placed 4th 

in the Team section. 

 

Megan Gibson competed in the Pony 

Club Equitation Centre Championships 

at Cholmondeley Castle representing 

Regal Equestrian. Not only did her team 

win the entire competition but she was 

also 1st placed in her senior section. A 

fantastic result for Megan. 

 

It is amazing to have so much success 

from one school at the Pony Club Cham-

pionships, these girls should be so proud 

of their achieve-

ments.  

ROSETTES ALL ROUND 

PTA News & Events 
 
As Christmas fast approaches, your PTA are preparing for our next big fundraising event -  

a CHRISTMAS RAFFLE. 

 

Each student will receive one booklet of 11 tickets valued at £10 (11 for the price of 10!) during the  

first week in November, via Tutor Groups.  Booklets can be sold in full for £10, or each ticket can be  

sold separately for £1 each. 
 

There is no obligation to buy but the money raised is vitally important for improving the life of  

the school for all pupils, so every purchase counts! 

 
 

We have secured some great prizes  so don’t miss out! 



 

 

Join, shop and raise here: 

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cotswoldschoolpta 

 

On Tuesday 18th October Year 10 students took part in an RE day cen-
tred on Islam, prejudice, discrimi-
nation and community cohesion.  

Students started the day watching an insightful film titled: Freesia. The film 
explored what it means to be a Muslim in Britain today; addressing issues 
both within the Muslim community and outside it. After this, students un-
dertook activities with guest speaker, and director of the film, Conor Ibra-
heim from Arakan Creative. Students were able to freely ask questions and 
consider common misconceptions about Muslims in the UK today. Students 
explored the reasons behind such views and the ways in which cohesion can 
be achieved within communities.  

Students, when not in the Hall with the speaker, were in classrooms with teach-
ers, learning key facts about Islam, to give them 
an informed basis for the day and for later dis-
cussion. In the afternoon they watched another 
short film titled: xtremism. This explored how 
young people, who may be disillusioned with 
society, can succumb to extremist ideas with, at 
times, dire consequences.  

Thank you to Mrs Sweetlove and Mrs Holland for organising this excellent event. 

Year 10 RE Day 

New Local Festival to support school 
An enthusiastic team of parents and local volunteers are organising an amazing Beer and Music Festival for the lo-

cal community which will support The Cotswold School and other local charities. They need your help ... 

 

“We are hoping to run a beer/music festival on 1 July 2017 to generate income for The Cotswold School. 

In order for this to happen we need to raise enough sponsorship to cover the cost of the event. 

A percentage of the profit will be donated back to the school and any other charitable groups who contribute. 

If you would like to sponsor a barrel of beer or donate any amount of money no matter how large or small, we 

would be very grateful.   Please contact the team at ‘bourtonbeerfest@gmail.com’. We will also be looking for will-

ing volunteers to make this event a success on the day!  We hope to hear from you!   

The Bourton Beer Fest Committee” 

mailto:bourtonbeerfest@gmail.com


 

Ten full on days, seven hours of time 

difference, 3 different locations and 23 

hours in a plane. China 2016 for 28 

pupils, accompanied by 4 staff, was an 

experience that we will all remember 

for a long time to come. 

   

We arrived in Shanghai at 7am Chinese 

time having travelled all day (and night) 

so it was a bleary eyed group that was 

met by our guide, Colin, who ushered us 

straight on to the high speed link train to 

take us into the centre of town. Buzzing 

and busy, hanghai is a great mix of 

Western and Chinese culture. Our first 

stop was to go up the TV tower but as 

there was torrential nonstop rain  

for the three days we were there, sadly 

the view wasn’t as good as it could have 

been.  

The Urban Planning Exhibition was a 

huge yet intricate model of what the city 

will look like in 2020  

and the colourful evening light show 

which we viewed from a river cruise 

boat highlighted Shanghai both old and 

new on opposite banks of the river.  Day 

two found us at the Aquarium with its 

150m long glass tunnel and then in the 

old part of town with its traditional ar-

chitecture and gardens. The “Fakes” 

market was a popular destination, with 

our bargaining skills improving with 

every purchase. The evening acrobatic 

show was equivalent to watching a two 

hour Olympic gold medal routine by six 

performers simultaneously with jaw 

dropping precision and daring including 

stunts on bikes and motorbikes. On the 

third day we set off for Suzhou via Tiger 

Hill pagoda and Tongli water gardens 

where we visited a traditional old house 

and went on a gondola ride through the 

waterways.  

 

Suzhou is where our partner school, 

Dulwich High School, is located and we 

were thrilled to meet up with our Chi-

nese friends who had visited us in the 

summer.  Our time here allowed us to 

experience their lessons, learn some 

Mandarin and in turn teach some Eng-

lish to a local primary school (3000 pu-

pils large!) We were delighted that three 

of our pupils performed in front of a 

good sized audience in the school’s dai-

ly performance slot at break time.  We 

stayed in the brand new school boarding 

house and ate in the canteen which had 

both Western and Chinese dishes on 

offer. We also found time to visit the 

silk factory (where we bumped into 

someone from Northleach!) and the 

Humble Administrator’s Garden and to 

go for an evening river cruise after sam-

pling the famous street food in Pinjiang 

Street. This was so successful that we 

repeated the experience the next even-

ing. 

 

After waving goodbye to our friends we 

set off for Beijing in the high speed bul-

let train and we covered 1300km in just 

over five hours. The capital city is a 

massive urban sprawl and we relied 

completely on our new guide, Ted, and 

our coach driver to get us to our destina-

tions. Tiananmen Square is vast and 

given its history it was noticeable that 

security was much tighter and more ob-

vious than elsewhere. The Forbidden 

City was a stunning memorial to the 

Emperors - a series of enormous court-

yards leading to an inner sanctum. By 

contrast we then visited a traditional 

hutong by rickshaw – a tiny house typi-

cal of those lived in by the people. One 

tea ceremony later and we were treated 

to a Kung Fu show which showed off 

the traditional martial arts skills through 

a combination of story, music and dra-

ma. 

It was perhaps our last day that was the 

highlight for most people. It was well 

worth the early start to get to the Great 

Wall of China just as the sun broke 

through with perfect timing. We were 

able to walk along a good section of the 

wall, an incredible feat of engineering, 

which extends as far as the eye can see 

in both directions across stunning moun-

tainous terrain. For some the descent by 

toboggan was perhaps a highlight too! 

We were then able to take photos of the 

Olympic stadium, spend the remains of 

our money in the “Fakes” market and 

sample a Peking Duck dinner to round it 

all off.  

 

We ate traditional Chinese food, met 

some very friendly and helpful people, 

marvelled at the density of the traffic 

and the size of the cities and certainly 

got a flavour of Chinese culture as we 

went through our itinerary. The ten days 

were exhausting but so worthwhile and 

we are already looking forward to the 

next Chinese trip in two years time. 

Exploring China 



 

News from the MFL Department... 
In common with MFL depart-
ments across the country we 
recently celebrated Languages 
Week with our own special pro-
gramme of events.  
 
In an insular world where cultural 
and linguistic diversity is not al-
ways the accepted norm we here 
at Cotswold want to shout out that 
we recognise the importance of 
languages in breaking down cul-
tural barriers and facilitating in-
ternational relationships.  

Firstly we had 
the annual 
MFL quiz in the hall with two 
staff teams pitting their wits and 
knowledge of languages and dif-
ferent cultures against one anoth-
er.  In front of a good sized audi-

ence the teams were subjected to 
rounds involving blind food tast-
ing, cultural expertise and vocab-
ulary knowledge. Thank you to 
all our staff volunteers for flying 
the flag. 
 
The younger years were able to 
do a quiz discovering all sorts of 
facts about the languages spoken 
by the staff and countries they 
had lived in. There was an incred-
ible range of facts to discover var-
ying from those with fluency in 
another language to those who 
had worked and lived abroad to 
those with relatives with a lin-
guistic claim to fame.  We are 
truly a well-travelled and multi 
lingual staff! 
 
Finally pupils in Year 9, 11 and 
12 were all able to 
attend a presentation 
of Languages at 
Work which ex-
plained how lan-
guage can enhance 
not only career pro-
spects but also your 
salary too! We lis-
tened to an interview with two 
young people who have used 
their languages widely to facili-
tate travel and promotion oppor-
tunities in their respective jobs. 

We were delighted to welcome 
our German exchange partners 
from Bavaria to school once more 
in the first leg of our long stand-
ing exchange with the Realschule 
in Miesbach. The pupils visited 
Warwick, Stratford, Oxford, 
Tewkesbury and Bourton as well 
as getting to grips with English 
family life in their host families.  
 
Exchanges offer the opportunity 
not only to improve one’s lan-
guage and cultural knowledge but 
also to develop personal self-
confidence so the English partici-
pants will now be looking for-
ward to the return visit in March.  
 
Thank you to Mrs Christian for 
her organisation.   

Our German Exchange students look-

ing forward to their trip to Oxford. 




