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Dear Year 11 Student and Parents 

 

You are at a crucial point in this exciting and important stage in your 

education. Over the coming months you will be laying the foundation of your future career and life 

path. Success in the courses you are now studying will open doors to whatever you want to do in the 

future.  

 

For some of you, success will mean top grades, A levels and University. For others, success will mean 

5 or more GCSE passes at grade C or above – followed by vocational courses that develop the skills 

for work. Whatever your personal targets, success will only be achieved one way – hard work.  

 

“Genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration” (Thomas Edison) 
 

Being successful at school is something everyone can do by ‘perspiration’, hard work.  

 By actively taking part in every lesson – thinking, questioning and discussing.  

 By seeing every piece of classwork or homework as an opportunity to learn and to show your 

very best.  

 By seeing your teachers and parents as supportive partners, helping you to succeed.  

 By making your success a personal priority, not wasting time on things that matter less.  

Dedication – day after day throughout this year – is the only way you will achieve success. 

 

You are now more than half way through your GCSE courses, having already undertaken 

examinations and Controlled Assessments in many subjects.  With just 26 school weeks before the 

GCSE examination season begins next May, time is precious – every day in lessons is crucial to the 

grades you will achieve. Every homework or assessment is an opportunity to achieve your best. 

Further Controlled Assessments, together with your mock examination week (beg.21st November), 

are of crucial importance. 

 

Read the course information in this booklet carefully. Remove the pages for courses that you don’t 

follow, leaving just the ones you do. Put all the key dates for YOUR subjects onto the planner at the 

back. Put the planner up on your wall at home and refer to it. Add on when you will start revising for 

exams or when you will be working on particular coursework. Add to it during the year and involve 

your parents. Always plan ahead, spread work out and use your time wisely. Use the materials and 

advice given in PSHE to help with study skills and how to revise. Ask, your tutor, teacher or parents 

for help or advice as soon as you need it.  

 

You are one of the most talented Year 11 that The Cotswold School has yet seen and our expectations 

and ambitions for you are sky high. I know that together we can achieve them. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr W Morgan 

Principal 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE: AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

Assessment: 100% examination (end of Year 11) 

Controlled Assessment  Paper 1: Analysis of extract from 20th or 21st 
century prose and writing to describe or narrate. 
Paper 2: Comparison of 2 nonfiction extracts 
and writing to argue or explain a viewpoint. 

Speaking and Listening Separately Certificated 

ENGLISH LITERATURE: AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

Assessment: 100% examination (end of Year 11) 

Exam Content Paper 1: Macbeth extract based task and Jekyll 
and Hyde extract based task. 
Paper 2: Thematic essay task on Blood 
Brothers, comparison essay on 2 studied 
poems and an unseen poem. 

Students follow a combined course which will lead to two GCSE Certificates in English and English 
Literature.  

 

          

Key Dates for 2016/17:  

October 2016 
 

Language Paper 2 

November 2016 Mock examinations 

January 2017 – May 2017 Revision for 4 examinations 
 

May 2017 Summer examinations 

          

Top Tips for Success:  

One thing that everyone can do to boost their 
grades: 

Work hard and to the best of your ability. Take advice, 
listen to your teacher and think for yourself. 

One thing you can always do if your 
homework is finished: 

Read it through critically and carefully. 

One thing parents can do to help their 
son/daughter to succeed in this subject: 

Ensure individual deadlines are met (see homework 
planners and Show My Homework) and full attendance. 

One thing you can do to challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 

Read widely, both fiction and non-fiction and think about 
what you have read. 

One book or resource that will help you to 
succeed: 

Careful reading of your set texts and folder of notes. 

One website that will prove most useful this 
year:  

BBC Bitesize 

One thing you should do PRACTISE TIMED EXAM QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MATHEMATICS: Pearson EdExcel Mathematics A (9-1) 

www.qualifications.pearson.com 

Assessment: 

  

Externally assessed 

Three written papers 

Each paper lasts: 

         1 hour 30 minutes  

Each examination contributes 33.3% of the final grade: 

Paper 1 – Non-calculator 

Paper 2 – Calculator 

Paper 3 - Calculator  
Tiered papers 

         Foundation Tier grades 1-5 available 

         Higher Tier grades 4-9 available 

Controlled Assessment: None 

Key Dates for 2016-2017 

  

  

Certification of this qualification is in May/June 2017 

Paper 1 -  25th May 2017 (am) 

Paper 2 -  9th June 2017 (am) 

Paper 3 -  13th June 2017 (am) 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone 

can do to boost their grade: 

  

Use the online textbook (Active Learn) to work independently on weaker 

areas doing lots of questions 

One thing you can always 

do if your homework is 

finished: 

  

  

Do a ‘Mymaths’ (see below) lesson/exercise/booster on the topic or 

read about the topic further in a textbook or on the internet 

One thing that parents can 

do to help their son / 

daughter to succeed in this 

subject: 

  

Practise skills (little and often approach). Help your child gain 

confidence by taking a keen interest in their mathematical learning and 

developing a positive attitude towards mathematics. Talk about real life 

maths and involve children in bills/shopping/mortgages etc. 

One thing that you can do 

to challenge and extend 

yourself in this subject: 

  

Try some work/exam questions from the grade descriptor above the 

grade you are working at or look on www.nrich.maths.org to provide 

enrichment 

My maths “Booster packs” (GCSE 4 and 5, 6 and 7, 8 and 9) 

One book or resource that 

will help you to succeed: 

  

Edexcel GCSE Revision Guide and Workbook 

(These can be bought from the Mathematics department) 

One website that will prove 

most useful this year: 

  

www.mymaths.co.uk 

login: cotswoldschool 

Password: prime (updates annually) 

 
 

 
 

http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/
http://www.nrich.maths.org/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


 

 

 

SCIENCE: Additional Science OCR – Gateway Science Suite 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/science/ 

Assessment: 
 

Students have already completed their Core Science GCSE 
 
Additional Science: 
75% Two Science units examined at the end of Year 11 
25% Controlled Assessment completed at the start of Year 11. 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 

Students complete a controlled assessment task covering 
research, planning and carrying out an experiment and 
analysing and evaluating their results. 
 

 All units are taught separately through modules of the three sciences of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. Groups will have 3 teachers attached to them. 

 Each module is tested and a GCSE grade given which is used for target setting, 
ensuring students are in the correct teaching set. 

 There is a total of 6 modules in Year 11 (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics). 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Controlled Assessment tasks will take place in Year 11 Science 
lessons during September and October 2016  
Provisional exam dates: 
Additional Science: 
Wednesday 14th June and Friday 16th  June 2017 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 

Purchase a revision guide for £3.50 from the prep room. 
 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Produce a set of revision notes based on the material 
covered in lessons. These can then be condensed into 
module summaries as the exams approach. 
 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 

Using the textbook and/or revision guide, quiz your 
son/daughter on the work they have covered recently. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

Consider both sides of a recent specific issue raised in the 
media and discuss it with them e,g. test-tube 
babies/designer babies, ‘should drugs be legalised?’ 
Watch (and make a science diary) of TV programmes on 
recent scientific and technological developments. 
 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 

Collins OCR Gateway Science (provided by the school) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

SEPARATE SCIENCES: OCR – Gateway Science Suite 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/science/ 

Assessment: 
 

75% Two examinations, both at the end of Year 11 
25% Controlled Assessment – Throughout the course 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 

One piece of Controlled Assessment for each Science, 
consisting of: research, planning, carrying out an 
experiment and analysing and evaluating results. 
 

 Each group has a Biology teacher, a Chemistry teacher and a Physics teacher. 

 Each module is tested and a GCSE grade given which is used for target setting, 
ensuring students are on track for their target grade. 

 In addition to the 12 modules that all science students study, there are 6 more modules 
taught throughout years 10 and 11. All 18 modules are examined at the end of Year 11. 

Key Dates for 2016/2017: 
 
 

2 exams for each science (6 in total) in June 2017 
 

 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

Purchase revision guides for (3 x £3.50) from the prep 
room. 
 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Produce a set of revision notes based on the material 
covered in lessons. These can then be condensed into 
module summaries as the exams approach. 
 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Using the textbook and/or revision guide quiz your 
son/daughter on the work they have covered recently. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

Consider both sides of a recent specific issue raised in the 
media and discuss it with them e,g. test-tube 
babies/designer babies, ‘should drugs be legalised?’ 
Watch (and make a science diary) of TV programmes on 
recent scientific and technological developments. 
 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 

Collins OCR Gateway Science textbooks (provided by the 
school) 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science
/ocr_gateway 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ocr_gateway
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ocr_gateway


 

GCSE FRENCH /GERMAN     
             SPANISH/ ITALIAN 

Edexcel 
www.edexcel.org.uk 

Assessment: 
 

Listening and reading 20% each – end of 
year 11 exam.   
Speaking 30% - two Controlled Assessments over the two 
years; each has to be submitted. 
Writing 30% - two Controlled Assessments over the two 
years; each has to be submitted. 

Controlled Assessment: 
 

Prepared and undertaken in class once at the end of every 
half term. 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 

Autumn Term 1    Spanish spoken assessment 
Autumn term 2  French spoken assessment 
Autumn term 2 German spoken assessment 
Autumn term 2 Spanish spoken assessment 
  
 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 

Do all homework on time and copy up any missed work. 
Bring all books to lessons. 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 

Go back through notes and revise vocabulary/verb tenses 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Encourage pupils to spend sufficient time on homework 
using grammar book and other resources wisely instead of 
rushing written work. Test vocabulary (even if you can’t 
speak the language!). Check Showmyhomework for 
resources and listening activities. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 

Use the various website links to practise at home  
Eg www.memrise.com or www.quizlet.com 
 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 

Grammar book/handy hints oral & coursework booklet 
 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 

www.linguascope.com (All) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk (All) 
www.asisehace.net (Spanish) 
http://www.lerndeutsch.org.uk/ (German) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.asisehace.net/


ART AND DESIGN: AQA  (Fine Art) 

www.aqa.org.uk  

  

Assessment: 

  

Examination 40% 

Coursework  60% 

Controlled Assessment: 

  

  

  

2 ½  projects completed over 5 terms of Year 10/11 

  

Key Dates for 2016/17: 

  

  

  

  

Early December 2016: Completion of “own choice” project and  

reviewing/refining of previous coursework before Christmas.  

January 2017: Exam project starts and hand in of all 

coursework for final marking. 

April 2017: Exam and hand in of Exam pieces 

  

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can do 

to boost their grade: 

  

  

  

Evaluate work completed and produce extra. Check that you 

have covered all of the four Assessment Objectives. Go to a 

gallery and do a page in sketchbook. Drawing is important  

so ensure that you have plenty of high quality artist studies and 

good observational drawing. 

One thing you can always do if 

your homework is finished: 

  

  

Do more! The targets set are a minimum. Look at general Art 

books or on the Internet, developing your interest in particular 

artists or types of art 

One thing that parents can do to 

help their son / daughter to 

succeed in this subject: 

  

  

Encourage your child to do at least 2 hours a week at home and 

help them to be organised and bring their sketchbook/work for 

every lesson.  

It is also helpful if your child has a designated space and time to 

work at home and keeps it going regularly rather than last 

minute. 

Ensure that your son/daughter has a good collection of Art 

materials to use at home – places like ‘The Range’ in 

Cheltenham have very reasonably priced materials and 

canvases. 

One thing that you can do to 

challenge and extend yourself 

in this subject: 

  

  

Try something new! Eg. Photography, printmaking, 3-D work, 

Photoshop, Film, Acrylic, Watercolour, Oil Pastels, Pen and Ink 

or collage. 

Add tone (from really dark to light) in all of your studies. 

Be ambitious in your final responses. Aim for the 'wow factor'. 

One book or resource that will 

help you to succeed: 

  

A good sketch book! 

One website that will prove 

most useful this year: 

  

  

Look at any of the galleries online – like the National Gallery, 

Tate Britain or Tate Modern. Others such as the Saatchi, 

National Portrait Gallery, Web Gallery of Art, ‘Artchive’, Pinterest 

and Stumbleupon. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


GCSE BUSINESS 
STUDIES: 
 

EdExcel 
www.edexcel.org.uk  

Assessment: 
 

Unit 1 (25%) ‘Small Business’ Multiple Choice exam 
Unit 3 (50%) – ‘Building a Business’  
Both in May/June 2017 
 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 

Autumn 2016 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 

Mock Exam  
Topic tests at end of every topic 
May / June 2017: Examinations – Unit 1 and 3 
½ termly Unit 1 progress tests  

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 
 

Practise exam questions and case studies and ask for 
mark schemes 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 
 

Review learning objectives and practise exam questions to 
support understanding of topic area – use resources area 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 
 

Ensure your son/daughter completes past exam papers 
and looks at mark schemes to improve exam techniques 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 
 

Use BBC Bitesize, Tutor2U and Business Studies online to 
support class work and stretch to a higher level. 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 
 

EdExcel Revision Guide and workbook 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 
 
 

www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk/


BTEC BUSINESS: 

  

EdExcel 

www.edexcel.org.uk  

Assessment: 

  

Unit 2 (25%) ‘Finance in Business' - on screen exam - 
December 2016 

Unit 1 (25%) – ‘Enterprise’ - coursework - January to April 
2017 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 

Continuous  

Key Dates for 2016/17: Unit 2 Exam - December 2016 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 

Practise exam questions and case studies and ask for 
mark schemes for on screen exam 

 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 

Review written assignment work and consider how it can 
be developed to hit Merit or Distinction grades.  

 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 

 

Ensure your son/daughter completes past exam papers 
and looks at mark schemes to improve exam techniques 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 

Use BBC Bitesize, Tutor2U, Business Studies online and 
the resources area to support class work and stretch to a 
higher level. 

 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 

EdExcel Revision Guide and workbook - BTEC Unit 2 
Exam 

 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 

  

  

www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk/


 
 
 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY: CATERING 

 
 
 
WJEC 4730 
www.wjec.co.uk 
 

Assessment: 1 exam paper  40% 
Controlled Assessment (2 Set Practical Tasks)  60% 
 
 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 
 
 

Controlled Assessment – Set Practical Tasks 
Task 1 – 20% Completed in the Summer Term in Year 10 
Task 2 – 40% Completed in the Winter Term in Year 11 
 
Students will be required to submit a small supportive 
portfolio to accompany the practical task 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 

Task 2 – 40% Set Practical Task will be completed in the 
winter term 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

100% attendance and hard work 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Throughout Year 10 homework tasks will reinforce the 
theory and practical tasks completed in lessons 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 
 

Encourage them to bring ingredients to maximise making 
opportunities.  Practical work has to be done in school. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

Try to experiment with new food ingredients and skills 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 

WJEC GCSE Hospitality and Catering: My revision Notes 
Judy Gardiner 
ISBN: 9781444153897 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 

www.dynamic-learning.co.uk 
An on line resource to assist pupils in their learning.  Login 
details are available from their teacher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dynamic-learning.co.uk/


 

 
 
 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY: 
RESISTANT MATERIALS            

 
 
 
 
AQA 4560 
www.aqa.org.uk  

Assessment: 
 

1 exam paper  40% 
Controlled Assessment 60% 

Controlled Assessment: 
 

Major project to be completed before February half term. 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadlines for individual sections of Controlled Assessment 
will be set by subject teachers.  
 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

Make sure Controlled Assessment is done on time and to 
the highest possible standard. 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Revision of class notes.   
Improve/check quality of Controlled Assessment. 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 
 

Encourage them to keep up with Controlled Assessment 
and to revise thoroughly for examinations. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 
 

Look at and try past papers.  Check the AQA website for 
exemplar material 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 
 

CGP Revision Guide 
GCSE D & T : Resistant Materials 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 
 

www.technologystudent.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.technologystudent.com/


 

 
 
 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY: 
PRODUCT DESIGN 

 
 
 
AQA 4555 
www.aqa.org.uk 

Assessment: 1 exam paper  40% 
Controlled Assessment (Coursework) 60% 
 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 
 
 
 

Major project to be completed before February half term 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadlines for individual topics will be set by the subject 
teacher throughout the course 
 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

Make sure Controlled Assessment is done on time and to 
the highest possible standard. 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Revision of class notes.   
Improve/check quality of Controlled Assessment. 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Encourage them to keep up with Controlled Assessment 
and to revise thoroughly for examinations 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

Try past papers.  Check the AQA website for exemplar 
material (www.aqa.org.uk – use course code at top of 
page) 
 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 

CGP Revision Guide:  
GCSE D & T Product Design 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 

www.technologystudent.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.technologystudent.com/


 
 
 
DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY: 
TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY       

 
 
 
AQA 4570 
www.aqa.org.uk  

Assessment: 1 exam paper  40% 
Coursework  60% 
 

Controlled Assessment: 
 

Major project to be completed before end of January in 
Year 11 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mock examinations  
Coursework practical work to be completed by end of 
January 2017. 
Written coursework folder by February half term. 
March 1st 2017: Pre-released material for written 
examination issued 
May / June 2017: Written exam  
 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

Use lunchtimes and after school sessions for extra help 
with practical work 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Revise work already covered 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Collecting/buying resources for practical work 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

Look at A* folders to see examples of great work! 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 

Text books and revision guides available from staff when 
necessary 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 

Depends on your chosen coursework area – ask your 
subject teacher for recommendation 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA : WJEC 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


www.wjec.co.uk 
 

Assessment: 
 

Practical component   60% 
Written component   40% - in 2 Sections: 
20% Controlled Assessment 
20% Written exam  
 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 

2 practical assessments – 1 devised, 1 scripted. 
Working in groups in response to given stimuli/script to 
create a performance.  Usually 5 weeks preparation time. 
 
The scripted performance is marked by a visiting examiner. 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 

Trips essential for written practical preparation: 
 
6th October- ‘Things I know to be True’ at Oxford 
Playhouse 
Further trips to be announced asap 
Devised performance 11th November 2016. 
Scripted performance 30th March 2017. 
 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

Continuous preparation for the written element , keeping a 
clear record of all practical work and evaluations of 
performances. 
Complete the regular exam practice homeworks to the very 
best of your ability. 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 

Write extra reflections for your practical journal.  Watch 
examples of live theatre online.  Complete extra practice 
exam questions. Re-read ‘Confusions’. 
 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Ask about practical work to support students’ own note-
making and preparation for the written exam. Take your 
son/daughter to the theatre and talk about it at home.  
Encourage your son/daughter to do extra exam practice. 
 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

Work with new people whenever possible and try new 
techniques and skills during practical work – push yourself 
and have confidence in your own abilities! 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 

Department file of resources in Drama Studio, PA3 or the 
Drama office.  

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/drama  
(some WJEC specific tasks, but also useful for improving 
subject knowledge) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY: AQA  9030 Syllabus A     www.aqa.org.uk  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/drama
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


Assessment: 
 

1. Physical Geography –  One 90 minute exam that 
makes up 37.5% of the final grade –sat at the end of 
Year 11     

2. Human Geography –  One 90 minute exam that 
makes up 37.5% of the final grade – sat at the end 
of Year 11 

3. Controlled Assessment – See Below – 25% of the 
final grade – this was completed by the end of Y10. 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 
 

By Year 11 all GCSE students will have completed their 
Controlled Assessment, leaving them free to focus on 
preparing for the two examinations they will be sitting at 
the end of this year. 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 

November 2016 – Mock Examination – 90 minutes 
(Focusing on Rivers, Coasts and Tourism) 
January 2017 – Full human paper – 90 minutes 
(Focusing on Population, Urban and Tourism) 
March 2017 – Full physical paper – 90 minutes 
(Focusing on Rivers, Coasts and Tectonics) 
May/June 2017  - Paper 1 and Paper 2 Module 
Examination 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 

Keep notes/homework up to date but also practise your 
examination technique. Respond to the marking feedback 
sheets. 
Use the AQA examination board site to get past 
papers/mark schemes to practise examination technique 
(See bottom of this document for the relevant link) 
Take advantage of the support sessions (lunchtimes and 
booster days) to help in preparing for the final exams. 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 

Read widely (especially a newspaper) so that you know 
what is going on in the world around you. 
Condense your notes and create case study fact files/mind 
maps to support your revision. 
Complete past paper questions and read examiner reports. 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Increase their global awareness – discuss issues in the 
news and talk to them about Geography 
Watch the news together, discussing Geography issues 
Support in organising notes and completion of homework 
tasks 
Look in their files at their test tracker and teacher 
comments 
Check students are reading/using their weekly e-mails 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 

December – June extend case studies by doing extra 
research.  Find out about other aspects of the case studies 
we look at.  Use the AQA website to look at past papers – 
complete practise questions and read examiners reports. 
Examination technique is very important! 
Sign up to the Geography Department TWITTER page. 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 

Your school file  

Websites that will prove most 
useful this year: 
 
 

www.aqa.org.uk – GCSE Geography A (9030) 
www.rgs.org.uk 
www.ga.org.uk  
www.BBC.co.uk 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.rgs.org.uk/
http://www.ga.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/


 

 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
CARE (Single Award): 

OCR 
www.ocr.org.uk  
 

Assessment: 
 

Unit 1:  Health Social Care and Early Years Provision. 
Unit 1 is internally assessed through portfolio work.  
Unit 2: External Exam 
Unit 2 is understanding personal development and 
relationships 

Controlled Assessment: 
 
 
Examination 

Full attendance is vital as all lessons are used to research 
and resource the controlled assignment. 
 
Revision Tasks completed/past papers 

Key Dates for 2016/2017:: 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2017: completion of Unit 1 
 
June 2017: External Exam unit 2 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 
 

Thoroughly read completed work and secondary resources 
wherever possible 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 
 

Research – books, magazines and websites 
Keep up to date with all current affairs 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 
 

Show an interest and discuss what they are doing. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 
 

Research; Work experience within the areas of Health & 
Social Care 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 
 

Folens “Health and Social Care for OCR” 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 
 

BBC News: http://news.bbc.co.uk/  
NHS Glos: www.nhsglos.nhs.uk 
NHS Choices: www.nhs.uk  

 

 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.nhsglos.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/


 

 

HISTORY: OCR Modern World History 
www.ocr.org.uk  

Assessment: 
 

Paper 1 (45%) June 
Paper 2 (30%) June 

Controlled Assessment: 
 

Controlled Assessment 25 % completed in Year 11. 
 
 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Controlled Assessments in class October/November 
2016 
Easter 2016: Revision begins 
 
 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 
 

Attend support sessions if required – Tuesday lunchtimes 
and Wednesday after school. 
Look at and practise past paper questions. 
Read your textbook regularly and begin revising now. 
Ask your teacher for advice when confused or if you need 
further explanation. 
Go over past assessments and make improvements. 
ALWAYS do your homework!  

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 
 
 

Read on in your text book to broaden your knowledge. 
Start revising old content from Year 10 
Conduct additional revision on the internet about the 
subject area being studied. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 
 
 

Think carefully about your conclusions and really explain to 
the examiner WHY you have come to that opinion. 
Learn relevant facts – a lot of marks are now awarded for 
excellent factual knowledge and examples to back up your 
points. 
 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 
 

You will be given electronic copies of all the materials you 
need, though your textbook is also very useful. 
You will be given a revision book. 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 

BBC Bitesize and Past Paper resources 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/


GCSE ICT Edexcel 
 
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse10/ict/Pages/def
ault.aspx 

Assessment Unit 1: Externally assessed examination – Living in a 
digital world (40%) 
 
Unit 2: Internally assessed Controlled Assessment – 
Using digital tools (60%) 

Exam Unit 1 – Living in a digital world: 
6 topics covering various areas of ICT theory. 

Key dates for 2016-17 Exam: Wednesday 17th May 2017 (AM) 

 

Top tips for success 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade 
 

Make notes on theory topics to refer back to assist 
with revision. 

One thing you can always 
do if your homework is 
finished 
 

Read a chapter from the textbook and make notes 
on it (or create a mind map, flashcards, podcast, or 
video) 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their 
son/daughter succeed in 
ICT 
 

Test yourself using the notes or flashcards you have 
created. They could also set you questions from the 
textbook and mark them with you. 

One thing you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in ICT 
 

Visit the technology section on news websites and 
download podcasts such as ‘The Joy of Tech’ and 
‘Click’ from BBC. 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed 
 

Edexcel GCSE ICT Student Book – Available in soft 
copy on school network. 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year 

www.ictworkout.co.uk 
 
Username: thecotswold 
Password: equal55 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GCSE Computing OCR 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computing-
j275-from-2012/ 

Assessment 
 

A451 – Externally assessed examination – Computer 
systems and programming (40%) 
A452 – Internally assessed Controlled Assessment – 
Practical investigation (30%) 
A453 – Internally assessed Controlled Assessment – 
Programming project (30%) 

Exam 
 

A451 – Computer systems and programming 
7 topics covering various areas of Computing 
theory. 

Key Dates for 2016-17 Exam: Wednesday 7th June 2017 (AM) 

 
Top tips for success 
 

One thing that everyone 
can do to boost their 
grade: 

Make notes on theory topics covered in class to assist 
with revision. 

One thing you can 
always do if your 
homework is finished: 

Complete a past paper and self-assess using the mark 
scheme. 

One thing that parents 
can do to help their son 
/ daughter to succeed in 
this subject: 

Support pupil by using the video guides, tutorials and 
activities available on the resources drive together. 

One thing that you can 
do to challenge and 
extend yourself in this 
subject: 

Visit the technology section on news websites and 
download podcasts such as ‘The Joy of Tech’ and ‘Click’ 
from BBC. 

One book or resource 
that will help you to 
succeed: 
 

Past papers and mark schemes. Do them often and self 
or peer assess. Do the same papers more than once 
and track your progress. All students will be given a 
copy of all past papers and mark schemes in both hard 
and soft copy. 

One website that will 
prove most useful this 
year: 

www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org 
An online course designed to support OCR GCSE 
Computer Science. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC: Edexcel 2MU01 
www.edexcel.org.uk 

Assessment: Examination 40% - Listening and extended writing – 90 minute 
exam taken in the final term, based on 12 set works from the 
following areas of study: 

1. Western Classical music 1600 – 1899 
2. Music in the 20th Century 
3. Popular music in context 
4. World Music 

Controlled assessment:  Performing 30% - two pieces – one solo, one ensemble 

 Composing 30% - two pieces in two styles of your 
choice 

Key Dates for 
2015/2016: 

Performances: Completed by Christmas holidays of year 11 
Composition 1: Completed by Christmas holidays of year 11 
Composition 2: Completed by Easter holidays of year 11 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that 
everyone can do to 
boost their grade: 

Maintain regular instrumental practice in preparation for 
coursework performances and get involved in extra-curricular 
groups.  
Listen to a wide range of western classical, modern and world 
music. 

One thing you can 
always do if your 
homework is finished: 

Listen to the set works. Begin the recordings in different places 
and try to give two piece of information about each element of 
music based on what you can hear in a 30 second clip. 
Melody 
Articulation 
Dynamics 
Tonality 
Structure 
Harmony 
Instrumentation 
Rhythm 
Texture 

One thing that parents 
can do to help their 
son/daughter to 
succeed in this subject: 

Discuss music of different styles with your child. Ask them to 
describe any features of the music they can hear focusing on 
giving direct answers about the elements of music (as listed 
above).  
Encourage them to practice and improvise on their instrument. 

One thing that you can 
do to challenge and 
extend yourself in this 
subject: 

Join an ensemble – such as Choir, Orchestra, Back in Black 
Play a solo in a tea time concert or main school concert 
Give specific answers when listening. Always reference the 
element you are discussing and when the feature is heard 
within the structure of the piece, or if an element changes and 
where these changes occur. 

One book or resources 
that will help you to 
succeed: 

 
GCSE Music REVISION GUIDE Rhinegold Education: Alan 
Charlton 

One website that will 
prove most useful this 
year: 

 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION : Edexcel  1827 



www.edexcel.org.uk  

Assessment: 
 

PRACTICAL COMPONENT:  60% of final grade  
THEORY COMPONENT:   40% of the final grade - one 
written paper of 1 hour 30 minutes.  The syllabus content 
for this paper is divided into 2 areas: 

1.  Healthy, Active Lifestyles and how they benefit you 
2. Your Healthy, Active Body 

Coursework / Controlled 
Assessment: 
 

This makes up 60% of the final grade and is split into  
sections. 

1. Personal Performance 48% (4 practical activities) 
2. Analysis of Performance 12% 

 
For each of the 4 chosen practical activities, the pupil will 
be given a coursework mark and a final practical mark  
The coursework mark is a class based assessment whilst 
the final practical assessment is awarded for a one-off 
performance of the activity on a given day. 
 
Analysis of performance (12%) is based on the knowledge 
of the pupil with regards to safety, rules, tactics and 
strategies in ONE of the activities chosen as well as the 
ability to assess and evaluate their own and others’ 
performance in this activity and plan methods to improve 
this performance. 

Key Dates for 2016/17: 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2016: Mock exam  
First round practical mocks by end of February 2017. 
Analysis of performance interviews in March.   
Moderator day: end of April. 
May/June 2017: final examination  

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 

Make full use of varied resources available to you.  Ensure 
you are participating regularly in your chosen sports. 

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 

Use your revision guide to revise section studying, look 
through powerpoints and worksheets on Resources area 
 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 

Encourage students to continue participation in their 
chosen sports, inside and outside of school. 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 

Attend extra curricular clubs and local sports clubs in each 
of your chosen activities 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 

Edexcel GCSE Physical Education students work book 
Edexcel GCSE Physical Education Revision Guide  

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 

www.brianmac.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/sport 
showmyhomework.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS OCR J621 – Philosophy and Applied Ethics 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.brianmac.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport


(RELIGIOUS STUDIES): www.ocr.org.uk 

Assessment: 
 

4 exams each 1 hour long:  
All exams will be taken in the summer of Year 11. 

Controlled Assessment: None. 

Key Dates: 2016/2017 
 

Philosophy 1 (B601) + Philosophy 2 (B602) 
Ethics 1 (B603) + Ethics 2 (B604) 
All units examined in Summer Year 11 

Top Tips for Success: 

One thing that everyone can 
do to boost their grade: 
 
 
 

Start revision early! Look over notes taken in lessons and 
learn key religious terms and quotes as you are going 
along so that by the time the exam arrives they are already 
in your memory.   

One thing you can always do 
if your homework is finished: 
 

Revision. Use resources on showmyhomework, the 
revision guides provided, your text books and notes in your 
exercise book. Practise answering past paper questions. 
Ensure that all of your notes are up to date. 

One thing that parents can 
do to help their son / 
daughter to succeed in this 
subject: 
 

Check that your son/daughter is completing past paper 
questions on a regular basis  these can be found in their 
revision guides. 
Encourage your son/daughter to watch the news so that 
they are able to make links between current ethical issues 
and topics covered in RE lessons 

One thing that you can do to 
challenge and extend 
yourself in this subject: 
 
 

In the Ethics section: look out for current news articles that 
link to the topics covered in lessons.  
In both the Philosophy and Ethics sections: if you are 
confident with the topics that have been covered in lessons 
then ask your teachers for extension material so that you 
can really extend your understanding and produce high 
level answers. 

One book or resource that 
will help you to succeed: 
 
 
 

Philosophy through Christianity for OCR GCSE Religious 
Studies (Lorraine Abbott) + Ethics through Christianity for 
OCR GCSE (Lorraine Abott). We have supplied you with 
these, they remain property of the school and should be 
returned at the end of the year.  
 

One website that will prove 
most useful this year: 
 
 
 

Use resources on showmyhomework to help you with 
homework and revision. 
GCSE BBC bitesize also contains some useful information. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/


 

Using technology as a tool for learning 

 
 

All homework set is now added to https://thecotswoldschool.showmyhomework.co.uk/ 
 
All pupils and parents are given log-in details to access the site and to see their 
personalised homework schedule.  This should really help pupils with their planning and 
organisation and parents with the support they can offer at home.  For any technical help 
with the website, please contact the school. 
 
 
 

 
 
Pupils have access to Magellan, formerly School Portal, which allows access to the files 
stored in their user area on the school network 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It also 
allows access to the shared resources folder that is also available to them.  
 
School Portal can be accessed by using an up to date web browser and going to:  
 

http://portal.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/ 
 

(do not put WWW at the beginning of the address and make sure to enter it in lower case) 

https://thecotswoldschool.showmyhomework.co.uk/
http://www/#_blank
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