
 

Drama and Theatre AS and A Level 
 
Examination Board: Eduqas 
 
In A level Drama and Theatre, the emphasis is very much on understanding what goes into making an effective piece 
of theatre. The course is driven by practical exploration of texts and practitioners, leading to the ability to write 
confidently about what is required in the staging of texts. Lessons will often take the form of workshops where different 
texts and practitioners will be explored.  
 
The academic focus is on understanding the context of a variety of texts and how this can be effectively 
communicated to an audience. There is an historical aspect to the course and the history of theatre and performance 
will be explored, as well as its social and cultural importance. 
 
This syllabus contains four assessed pieces of practical work, covering scripted performances, devised performances 
and ‘reimagined text’ - devising a piece from an extract of text. This gives a true creative and practical focus to the 
course, balanced with a strong academic foundation which is highly regarded by universities as excellent preparation 
for degrees in arts and humanities, among other disciplines. 
 
A requirement of the course is seeing live theatre and frequent trips will be planned to a range of productions. The 
course seeks to broaden students' social, political, cultural and historical understanding, alongside their artistic 
development.  
 
The majority of practical work is completed in groups, so effective teamwork skills and good time management are 
essential. Opportunities are available for students to be assessed in technical and design elements such as lighting, 
set design or costume design.  
 
Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Careers and Study Progression: 
 
A Level Drama and Theatre can lead to a broad range of courses, jobs and careers. The skills developed through the 
course in creativity, group work and presentation skills are vital to jobs in industry, business, as well as the arts. As a  
qualification, it demonstrates outstanding interpersonal skills, an ability to work creatively and independently, as well 
as strong academic ability. Our previous A Level Drama and Theatre students have gained places at prestigious 
universities and drama schools, studying not just the arts, but sciences, languages and humanities.  

AS Level Drama and Theatre A Level Drama and Theatre 

Component 1 - Performance Workshop (60%) 
 
Internally assessed, externally moderated. 
Scripted performance (either monologue or a group  
performance). 
Study an extract of a play alongside a practitioner. 
Create a reinterpreted text performance (devised). 
Write a creative log and evaluation about the devising pro-
cess. 

Component 1 - Theatre Workshop (20%) 
 
Internally assessed, externally moderated. 
Study an extract of a play alongside a practitioner. 
Create a reinterpreted text performance (devised). 
Write a creative log about the devising process.  

Component 2 - Text in Context (40%) 
 
Written examination - 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Study a text from pre-1956 
Two 30 mark questions, one 20 mark question.  

Component 2 - Text in Action (40%) 
 
Assessed by an external examiner. 
Two performances - one devised and one scripted.  
Working from a stimulus set by the exam board. 
Write a process and evaluation report. 

 Component 3 - Text in Performance (40%) 
 
Written examination - 2 hours 30 minutes. 
Answer short and essay questions on two texts. 
One pre-1956 text, one post-1956 text.  
Answer questions on the staging of a pre-prepared  
extract of 'The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time' 


